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"All lies are told with a straight face; it's the truth that's told with a dismissive giggle."

WHY MURFF / WHY THIS CONVERSATION

Richard Murff founded 4717, a strategic advisory firm helping
executives understand how geopolitics shapes markets,
strategy, and risk. His work combines research, on-the-ground
assessment, and a writer's instinct for finding the story inside
the data.

Core thesis: geopolitical crises eventually become somebody's
balance-sheet problem - but the first failure is often a failure of
assumptions.

Murff is a former advertising executive and investment banker.
He has conducted on-the-ground assessments in Iraq, Libya,
Ukraine, Ecuador, and Nicaragua and writes The Murff Papers on
the intersection of geopolitics, markets, and the surprisingly
long shelf life of bad ideas.

He has also ghostwritten memoirs and business books, and his
work has appeared in publications including The Bitter
Southerner and Sail.

NOTABLE FIELD EXPERIENCE

Iraq - humanitarian/NGO work and the experience of seeing policy consequences at ground

level.

Libya / Benghazi - traveled with a pediatric cardiac medical mission after the 2012 attack;

firsthand view of a state coming apart and the confusion of proxy conflict.

Istanbul - a now-famous 57-pound surgical-supply bag, several layers of airport security, and an

object lesson in why the operational details matter.
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MEDIA + GUEST TOPIC SHEET

Geopolitics | Markets | Strategic Miscalculation | Communication

PODCAST / TALKING-POINT ANGLES

1. Strategic miscalculation - Why institutions can possess enormous
guantities of information and still misunderstand the system they are
operating in.

2. Proxy wars & feedback loops - How actors with less power can attack
chokepoints, alliances, logistics, and public confidence rather than the
strongest military target.

3. The cost of bad ideas - Why wars, sanctions, ideological campaigns,
and policy assumptions eventually surface as market shocks, insurance
costs, energy volatility, and political backlash.

4. History with teeth - What Persia, Rome, the Ottomans, and modern
great powers reveal about power projection, overreach, and the limits of
technology.

5. Narrative vs. reality - What happens when official explanations, media
narratives, and people on the ground are describing different wars.

POTHOLE OF THE GODS

Holy War, Proxy War & Bad Ideas
An updated, irreverent journey through Iraq, Istanbul, Benghazi, and the long history of humanity's most durable bad

consequences.

- P.J. O'Rourke, Holidays in Hell

SAMPLE HOST QUESTIONS

* What did Iraq and Libya teach you about the gap between
strategic intent and reality on the ground?

¢ Why do sophisticated institutions keep making the same
geopolitical mistakes?

* How do proxy forces exploit the assumptions built into a
superpower's military and alliance system?

* What do markets see in a geopolitical crisis that policymakers
often miss?

¢ Is the world really becoming more chaotic - or are we finally
seeing the fragility that was always there?

* What is the most expensive bad idea you have personally
watched unfold?

Good for: foreign policy, national security, geopolitics, markets, business |
media, strategy, leadership, and history podcasts.

ideas. Traveling with a humanitarian medical mission, Murff connects ancient empires, holy wars, proxy conflicts,
information warfare, and modern strategic miscalculation into one story about power, belief, and unintended

Book positioning: equal parts travel narrative, history lesson, and geopolitical detective story - written for readers who like
their geopolitics with evidence, field experience, and a sense of humor.

Available for podcasts, interviews, panels & speaking engagements




